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During the year 2017, 27,331 
people entered detention

46% of those detained in 
2017 were removed from the 
UK after their detention

54% were therefore released 
back into the communities 
from which they were taken

What is detention? 

It is a fact unknown to many that the UK government has 
powers to detain people in prison like conditions with no 
time limit, simply because their immigration status in the 
UK is not established. The Immigration Act 1971 created 
the power to detain in this way, and in theory detention 
should be used only for short periods.  However, with the 
existence of around 3,000 bed spaces in the detention 
estate, the use of detention is far more routine and the 
periods of time people spend in detention, not knowing 
when they will be released, are often lengthy.  This has 
a devastating effect on their wellbeing and a damaging 
impact on the communities they belong to.

The UK is the only country in Europe without a time limit 
on detention, and detains in the region of 30,000 people 
every year. Among those detained are vulnerable people, 
including torture survivors and people with serious 
physical and mental health issues. Many people are 
detained hundreds of miles from friends and family and 
face loneliness and isolation during their detention.

Our network of volunteer visitors groups visit people 
in immigration detention centres, short term holding 
facilities, and prisons across the UK. Offering befriending 
and practical support, they help to alleviate some of 
the stress and isolation experienced by people who are 
detained. AVID works to support these groups and their 
volunteers with tailored advice, guidance and training.  
We also work to amplify their concerns about issues 
people experience during their detention at a national 
level through policy advocacy and awareness-raising, in 
order to bring about change to the system.

“ 
Our network of volunteer visitors 
groups offer befriending and 
practical support.

Mission Statement

AVID aims to address the isolation and injustice of immigration detention 
in the UK. We do this by supporting, strengthening, and promoting 
volunteer visiting nationally, and by working towards positive change for 
all people in detention.  

Strategic Directions 2016 to 2018 

• To build a skilled, confident, supported and knowledgeable visitors 
network

• To challenge the injustices of immigration detention, with a 
particular focus on ending the detention of vulnerable people

• To raise awareness of the realities of immigration detention 
nationally

One person was released from 
detention in 2017 having been 
detained for more than 5 years 
(at least 1,845 days)

The average cost of detaining 
someone was £85.97 per day

Half of those leaving detention 
in 2017 were asylum seekers
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List of Members 2017 

Asylum Welcome  
Campsfield House IRC

Detention Action  
Colnbrook IRC, Harmondsworth IRC, Verne IRC

Gatwick Detainees Welfare Group  
Brook House IRC, Tinsley House IRC,  
Cedars pre-departure accommodation 

Jesuit Refugee Service  
Colnbrook IRC, Harmondsworth IRC

Larne House Visitors Group 
Larne House STHF 

Lewes Group in Support of Refugees and Asylum 
Seekers 
HMP Lewes

Liverpool Prisons Visiting Group  
Liverpool prisons 

Manchester Immigration Detainee Support Team 
(MIDST)  
Pennine House STHF, HMP Manchester (formerly 
Strangeways)

Morton Hall Detainee Visitors Group  
Morton Hall IRC

Scottish Detainee Visitors  
Dungavel IRC

SOAS Detainee Support  
Colnbrook IRC, Harmondsworth IRC, Yarl’s Wood IRC

Southampton and Winchester Visitors Group  
Community Support

Sudanese Visitors Group  
Supporting Sudanese detainees 

Verne Visitors Group  
Verne IRC

BEST (Befriending and support team for foreign 
nationals in HMP Wandsworth) 
HMP Wandsworth

Yarl’s Wood Befrienders  
Yarl’s Wood IRC

member groups 
were supported 
by AVID in 201716 

Chair’s Report 

I opened last year’s report by saying that the stain on 
the UK’s human rights record which is immigration 
detention was still with us. During 2016, it seemed to 
be less in the forefront of political discussion. In 2017, 
immigration detention was still a feature, although, if  
one were an optimist, one could discern some light. 
Due to the efforts of numerous NGOs, including AVID, 
detention without time limit became much more high 
profile, as did AVID’s focus on the detention of the 
most vulnerable. By the end of the 2017, indeed, 
numbers in detention had again declined somewhat (a 
downward trend which has so far continued into 2018). 
Parliamentary scrutiny was directed at immigration 
detention as never before, with an inquiry started by 
the Home Affairs Select Committee, not to mention 
increasing numbers of parliamentary questions. Later in 
the year, Steven Shaw also started his expected review 
of the government’s response to his initial report. AVID 
and others contributed to all of those. As I write this 
in August 2018, the second Shaw review has been 
published, to a rather muted welcome among the NGO 
sector, but the reports of the parliamentary committees 
are still awaited, partly because their scope of enquiries 
is ever widening. No doubt, we shall have more to report 
this time next year.

Another, unexpected, development was the closure of the 
Verne IRC late in 2017, which doubtless contributed to 
the slight fall in numbers of people detained. Speculation 
that it was part of a belated response from the Home 
Office to Shaw’s first report is, of course, inevitable, but 
hard to confirm. 

It would be remiss of me not to mention the scandal 
surrounding the Windrush generation which broke during 
2018, which has shone a bright light into the labyrinth of 
the UK’s immigration system and its abuses. By our next 
AGM, its effects on the system should become clearer. We 
can hope for and will continue to work for a 28 day limit to 
detention, as well as the cessation of detaining vulnerable 
people, including victims of torture, the elderly and those 
with poor mental health. If such a limit were to happen, 
there would clearly be a further, steeper, fall in detention 
numbers, which would mean that AVID, and others, no 
doubt, would have to consider carefully how they operate 
under drastically changed circumstances. This is some-
thing AVID will be looking at in greater detail later this year. 

Every year, what a tiny staff – just Ali McGinley and Gee 
Manoharan – achieves is a thing of wonder. I’ve mentioned 
Shaw and the parliamentary select committees which can 
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impose very tight deadlines, but which were met with-
out fail. At the same time, Ali and Gee had to manage 
responses to BBC Panorama’s report into the abuse at 
Brook House IRC, an unprecedented number of deaths in 
detention (three in Morton Hall IRC alone during 2017), and 
sundry other events which you can read about later in this 
report. Gee, as Training and Membership co-ordinator, de-
livered more training and developed best practice sharing 
protocols which will benefit the whole network of our mem-
bers. And another successful conference was held in July. 
On behalf of all the trustees, I would like to congratulate 
and thank Ali and Gee on another year’s excellent work.

Two major developments must be mentioned here. In 
December, Benny Hunter, AVID’s first communications 
intern, started work with a remit to increase AVID’s profile 
on social media. The results we’ve seen in 2018 have fully 
justified the appointment, something we will return to next 
year. We also appointed Harriet Ballance as Acting Director 
to cover Ali’s maternity leave, beginning in January 2018.

As ever, AVID could not do what it does without the 
wonderful support of its funders and supporters. In 2017, 
Tudor Trust and Esmée Fairbairn Foundation were our 
major funders. We are extremely grateful to them and to 

the other trusts and foundations mentioned in this report, 
and to those individuals who support us year to year. 
Thank you, all.

I am delighted to be able to thank my fellow trustees 
who put so much into AVID’s work, and bring such a 
diverse range of skills to our board. During the year, 
Polly Brendon and Carolina Albuerne retired, having each 
served their maximum terms. I can tell them and you that 
they have truly been missed! Luckily for AVID, Caro is 
coming back to our board at this AGM.

I’m sure I’m not alone in detecting increasing pressure on 
government to introduce radical changes to immigration 
detention. It’s my impression that the NGOs in the sector 
and parliamentarians are beginning to shift wider opin-
ion towards the abolition of indefinite detention, and the 
greater protection of those who should never be detained 
in the first place. It is my hope that come this time next 
year, there will be substantive changes to this inhumane 
system. Whatever 2018 brings, though, AVID will be there 
where it counts, supporting and advocating for people in 
Britain’s detention centres. 
 
Andrew Wilson

Postcards at Conference, 2017 Giles Fraser at Verne event, 2017

“ 
Due to the efforts of numerous NGOs, including AVID,  
detention without time limit became much more high profile, 
as did AVID’s focus on the detention of the most vulnerable.

Above: Artwork from Scottish Detainee Visitors ‘Life after detention’ project. Below: Verne Visitors Group awareness raising event
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Director’s Report 

Throughout 2017 evidence continued to build 
demonstrating the harmful nature of immigration 
detention. The unprecedented number of people who 
died either in detention or shortly after leaving it during 
the year was a shocking indictment of the cruelty 
and futility of immigration detention. The Panorama 
exposé of the regime at Brook House detention centre 
shone a light on some appalling practices within the 
detention system, including the detention of vulnerable 
age disputed minors. This led to an inquiry by the 
Home Affairs Select Committee, which has since 
broadened from looking at issues at particular centres to 
considering the issue of detention itself.

The ongoing detention of vulnerable people and the failure 
of policy safeguards to prevent their detention, was a 
thread running throughout the year both in terms of wider 
events and in terms of the focus of AVID’s work. There 
has been a disappointing lack of progress towards the 
reforms set out in the ministerial statement in response 
to the first Shaw review into the detention of vulnerable 
people, published in early 2016. In the latter half of 2017, 
AVID and our colleagues across visitors groups and other 
NGOs in the sector focused our energy on providing clear 
evidence and submissions to Stephen Shaw to inform 
his second review which analysed progress towards the 
recommendations set out in his first review. As 2017 drew 
to a close, Medical Justice successfully challenged the 
definition of torture in the Adults at Risk policy, which 
excluded torture by non-state actors. The surprise closure 
of the Verne IRC, the most isolated detention centre in 
the UK, saw one of the first moves towards a shrinking 
of the detention estate after a long period of expansion. 
We hope this represents a reversal of the trend towards 
the overuse of detention in the UK, and continue to work 
with the AVID network and our colleagues in the sector to 
maintain pressure towards reform.

In my time as Acting Director, I have been deeply 
impressed by the work of AVID itself, as well as the 
commitment and skill of our member groups and their 
hundreds of visitors. This steady compassionate resolve 
to reach out day after day to break the isolation of those 
in detention and to provide the friendship and practical 
support and a listening ear cannot be overestimated in 
its significance. As a network, we continue to advocate 
for broader strategic political changes, but while we 
push for this to happen, our volunteers are making their 
journeys week after week to reach out to people being 
locked up indefinitely in the UK’s detention centres. It’s 
impossible to quantify the difference this makes on a 
human level and I thank this incredible group of people 
for all that they do.

It is my pleasure to present this report to you, although I 
can take no credit for the activities within it, having only 
joined AVID in 2018! Credit for this extraordinary range 
of work and achievements goes to AVID’s permanent 
Director, Ali McGinley, and Training and Membership 
Coordinator Gee Manoharan, who both work with 
such dedication and innovation towards AVID’s goals. 
AVID was fortunate to be joined in the final month 
of 2017 by Benny Hunter as its first Information and 
Communications Officer, allowing us to further develop 
our work in providing information and resources for our 
membership and in raising awareness more broadly of 
the realities of immigration detention. 

None of AVID’s work would be possible without the hard 
work and dedication of AVID’s trustees, who provide 
such staunch support, our colleagues across the AVID 
network and their skilled and committed volunteers, and 
our funders and donors.  

Harriet Ballance, Acting Director 

“ 
The surprise closure of the Verne IRC, the most isolated 
detention centre in the UK, saw one of the first moves  
towards a shrinking of the detention estate after a long  
period of expansion. ‘Introduction to Judicial Review’ Training

Activities Report 

As ever, AVID focused on working towards its three 
strategic objectives in 2017, and we continuously adapt 
and reassess our output in relation to an ever changing 
external context and the ongoing challenges faced by 
our membership. We focused effectively throughout the 
year in supporting our member groups, with advice, 
support, capacity building and training. Policy advocacy 
was a significant focus as we worked to make changes 
to the system of detention to push towards reform and 
an end to the detention of vulnerable people. Finally, we 
continued to develop our information and awareness 
raising work, bringing the realities of immigration 
detention to a wider public. Our activities in each of these 
areas are outlined in more detail in the following pages. From the ‘Unlocking Detention’ project

“ 
We continuously adapt and reassess our output in relation 
to an ever changing external context and the ongoing 
challenges faced by our membership.
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Membership Support

AVID delivered training to 52 volunteers from 8 visitor 
groups in 2017. Training delivered included Introduction 
to Immigration Detention and Visiting to the 
Wandsworth, Verne and BEST groups. The Public Law 
Project delivered Introduction to Judicial Review and 
How it Works to 24 members and staff of six different 
groups, with 95% of attendees outlining that they would 
recommend the course to others. AVID launched the 
first of its Skillshare Sessions to 18 people from seven 
member groups from around the country. The session 
was led by Detention Action and focused on case work. 
It was a great success, and will be the first of many 
delivered amongst groups in order to share knowledge 
and skills. The knowledge shared among the groups 
present was captured by the Training and Membership 
Co-ordinator to share among the wider network. 

52 visitors from 8 visitor groups 
were trained by AVID in 2017

This is a thank you to all those 
involved in offering this very 
comprehensive and useful training. 
The material is complex and 
potentially dense. However, the 
way in which it was collated and 
presented by Joe Middleton and 
Rakesh Singh allowed it to be 
comprehensible and digestible!! 
Your generosity with materials, 
handouts…. not to mention 
drinks and nibbles is all greatly 
appreciated.
Training attendee, Detention Action, 
An Introduction to Judicial Review 
October 2017

Thank you for yesterday evening’s 
training. It was very helpful to 
someone like myself who has no 
legal training. I will now try to be 
more aware of situations in which it 
might be an idea to seek legal help 
for potential judicial review.
Training attendee, Gatwick Detainees 
Welfare Group, An Introduction to 
Judicial Review October 2017 

Your session was incredibly 
interesting and informative. 
Thank you so much for such a 
good balance of knowledge and 
interactive learning. I was sorry to 
hear you were a detainee yourself 
but you stand as a beacon of hope 
for a better future. Your attached 
info will be very helpful.
Training attendee, Verne Visitors 
Group, Detention Policy and Practice 
June 2017

Very interesting and relevant 
training and very interactive which 
is always good.
Training Attendee, BEST (Befriending 
and support team for foreign nationals 
in HMP Wandsworth), Introduction to 
visiting and boundaries July 2017

AVID continued to provide a range of support and training 
to its members during 2017. At the beginning of the year, 
our Training and Membership Co-ordinator conducted 
a survey of groups’ policies, protocols and procedures 
around recruitment, training and induction, to assess 
what training needs might exist and to plan outreach 
during 2017. The survey was also used to find areas of 
good practice which could be shared among groups. 

AVID provides differentiated levels and types of support to 
groups based on their resources, capacity and experience. 
We prioritise support to smaller and volunteer led groups 
where it is most needed and makes the biggest difference.

There are common themes which emerge in terms of 
group’s needs and the resources and best practice 
support and recommendations we provide to them.  

In 2017 we supported smaller groups with help 
developing their policies and procedures, role 
descriptions and codes of conduct. We also assisted 
with information and support in setting up a management 
committee including charity registration, which saw 
Morton Hall Detainee Visitors Group register as a charity 
during the year. We gave advice and hands-on support 
on volunteer management and staff recruitment and 
induction. Alongside all of this, we also helped by working 
with groups in negotiating relationships with centre 
management in the detention centres themselves.

We provided ongoing help with website development 
for some groups and helped others to develop group 
handbooks. As smaller groups grew their capacity,  
we helped them with fundraising and to deliver their  
own training.

Provision of support, information and advice 

Detention Monitoring Group 

AVID continued to Chair the monthly meetings of the 
Detention Monitoring Group, a leading national forum for 
the discussion of operational policy issues in detention. 
During 2017 the Detention Monitoring Group brought 
together a range of NGOs including visitors groups, 
organisations providing medical and legal advice, and 
advocacy and policy input. A healthcare working group 
was formed during the year to gather evidence to 
substantiate collective concerns on healthcare delivery, 
leading to a joint letter sent to the Chair of the Clinical 

Justice Commissioning group to ask for stakeholder input 
into the healthcare needs assessment. Other topics of 
discussion during the year included deaths in detention 
following the rise in the number of people who died either 
in detention or shortly after leaving detention. Also under 
discussion was access to legal aid, the BBC Panorama 
documentary on the Brook House Immigration Removal 
Centre, and discussions of submissions to the second 
Shaw Review in the latter half of the year.

Coordinators Conference 2017
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AVID’s AGM functioned as an awareness raising event 
as well as a celebration of our visitor’s network, with 
performances of The Scar Test, a reading from Refugee 
Tales (a project of one of our member groups, Gatwick 
Detainee Welfare Group), and a session on the ‘Life after 
Detention’ Project by the Scottish Detainee Visitors.

AVID increased its following on Twitter, and was able 
to add its voice to what seems to be a much greater 
profile and scrutiny of the issue of immigration, and 
especially calls for a time limit, in 2017. Following 
the BBC panorama exposé on Brook House, AVID 
experienced a high volume of enquiries from the public 
and the media. AVID regularly disseminated information 
by email to groups and supporters containing details 
of policy items, news and detention information prior to 
the relaunch of our popular newsletter in January 2018, 
following the recruitment of our first ever Information and 
Communications Officer.

Information and Awareness-Raising 

Hidden Stories, AVID’s film giving a voice to visitors and 
those they visited, continued to be featured through-
out 2017, for example, by Morton Hall Detainee Visitor 
Group at a Refugee Week event in Nottingham and by 
the Verne group at a very well attended public meeting 
in Dorchester. 

AVID and its work was mentioned in the press in 2017, 
for example in two articles in The Independent following 
the BBC Panorama programme, which enabled us to 
raise the issue of a time limit for detention. Ali McGinley 
co-wrote a piece with Eiri Ohtani of the Detention Forum 
“Will the government keep its promise to end the 
detention of vulnerable people?” for the Justice Gap. 
A play, The Scar Test, was developed with the help of 
AVID, and performed at the Soho Theatre. 
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100% of conference attendees felt that  
it was a chance to learn, share and 
disseminate information

77% said they would make changes to the 
way their group supports volunteers and 
people in detention as a result of what they 
learned at the conference

100% of conference attendees said 
they valued the opportunities given for 
networking and discussion

I just wanted to send a brief word of thanks 
for such an enlightening and energy-giving 
conference. When things go as smoothly and 
seemingly effortlessly as that you always 
know how much hard work has gone into 
the preparation. Very well done and once 
again thank you for such a good conference!

Conference attendee, BEST, (Befriending and 
support team for foreign nationals in HMP 
Wandsworth)

Thanks so much to everyone for the two-
day conference it was fab meeting you all 
and learning more about what you each 
get up to! Particular thanks to Ali and Gee 
for putting together a great programme and 
making the stay at Woodbrooke a breeze

Conference attendee, Manchester Immigration 
Detainee Support Team

Above and left: Coordinators Conference 2017

Coordinators Conference

The AVID conference is the key event in AVID’s calen-
dar. On the 27th and 28th July, we returned to the ever 
peaceful setting of the Woodbrooke centre in Birming-
ham. The conference was attended by 15 delegates 
from 12 different visitors groups who support people in 
detention centres, short term holding facilities and pris-
ons. There were a range of sessions including looking at 
‘the road ahead’ for the AVID network, discussions on 
the independence of visitors groups and sessions led by 
the groups focusing on casework, wellbeing and bound-
aries, amongst other issues. We also had an excellent 
range of external speakers:

 — Supporting EU/EEA nationals in detention: 
What can visitors do?  
Delivered by Sue Willman, a solicitor from DPG

 — Immigration Act 2016, and legal updates 
Delivered by Alison Harvey (Legal Director, ILPA)

 — Keeping up the momentum; collective 
advocacy through Detention Forum 
Delivered by Eiri Ohtani, Project Director,  
Detention Forum

 — Alternatives to detention 
Eiri Ohtani, Project Director, Detention Forum

Alongside this intensive learning, conference provided, 
as ever, the chance for groups to network, share and 
learn from each other about best practice, and also 
about how they support people in detention. The  
impact from this conference can be felt throughout  
the year as groups communicate more and visit one 
another to see how other groups operate and to 
generate learning they can take back to their group.  
It was, as always, an incredibly valuable opportunity to 
bring people together.
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Verne Visitors Group

The closure of the Verne

In October 2017, The Verne Immigration Removal Centre 
closed its doors.

The Verne was formerly a Category C medium security 
prison for 607 men until 2014 when a multi-million-pound 
re-role saw it become an IRC. Just three years later, the 
Verne was closed and in 2018 it was re-opened once 
again as a Category C male adult prison.

The Verne Immigration Removal Centre was the UK’s 
most remote detention centre, situated on the remote Isle 
of Portland in Dorset, surrounded by cliffs and a moat.

Figures obtained in 2016 showed that at least 80 
percent of detainees had no visits from family or friends. 
Only 1 in 5 people received a single visit each month (in 
comparison to Colnbrook where each detainee received 
on average 3 visits a month). 

“Levels of anxiety, stress and mental ill-health are high in 
detention, and given the complex needs of immigration 
detainees held at the Verne, it’s a real concern that 
there is not more support available,” AVID’s Director, Ali 
McGinley said at the time.

On the 27th February 2014, a public meeting was held 
by AVID and Detention Action in order to raise awareness 
and to explore the possibility of setting up a visitors 
group there. This was attended by more than 100 people, 

and from it a group of people came forward who were 
interested in being involved in a local visitors group.

AVID worked with this group of volunteers in the 
following months, providing training and capacity 
building so that they could begin visiting people held 
at the Verne. This committed group of volunteers 
continued to reach out and visit people detained there 
until the Verne closed at the end of 2017. Since then the 
group has shifted its focus to awareness raising, with 
its ‘Beyond the Walls’ project, and supporting people 
leaving detention and with fragile immigration statuses.

“ 
The most valuable skill you can bring is 
just to listen to the person you are visiting. 
Visitors are a lifeline to people in detention 
and the hours I spend visiting at The Verne 
are without doubt the most worthwhile 
of my week. The least we can do is show 
our compassion, show that people in our 
community care and do not accept the 
inhumane system of indefinite detention.
Caz Dennett, Verne Visitors Group, speaking at their 
awareness raising event in 2017

Advocacy and Policy 

AVID continued to advocate for change to the system of 
detention throughout 2017. As ever, we concentrated 
our efforts on working in support of vulnerable people 
in detention. Continuing in our role as policy lead for 
vulnerability and coordination group member of the 
Detention Forum, the second Shaw Review was a 
significant opportunity during the year to raise the issue 
of vulnerability. Through our Detention Forum role, we 
worked with the wider sector to coordinate input into the 
review, which assessed progress towards the reforms 
set out in Stephen Shaw’s first review into the detention 
of vulnerable people. As part of this, AVID brought 
together a NGO sector meeting with Shaw to coordinate 
and discuss shared concerns, attended by 19 NGOs.

AVID was one of two NGOs asked to participate in 
an advisory group to Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of 
Prisons, the key statutory monitoring body overseeing 
detention in the UK, as they revised their expectations 
for immigration detention centres. Our particular input 
focused on adult male detainees, women in detention, 
and short-term holding facilities. Our priority was to 
ensure various changes to the expectations including a 
focus on indefinite detention in casework, and identifying 
appropriate pathways for vulnerable people. We also 
raised various operational issues and fed in concerns 
about issues of capacity for people in detention.

AVID continued to take part in the detention sub-group 
of the Home Office Strategic Engagement Group during 
2017, raising visitors groups’ concerns at a national 
level. Through the Detention Monitoring Group, we 
worked with others on the standards of healthcare in 
IRCs, gathering evidence to substantiate widespread 

concerns; leading to the submission of a joint letter 
signed by several NGOs. 

In meetings with the Strategic Lead on UNHCR Global 
detention strategy, we were able to share our analysis 
of the Adults at Risk policy and situation of vulnerable 
adults in detention. 

Following a successful legal case where Medical Justice 
challenged the Home Office definition of torture in 
the Adults at Risk policy, AVID was one of a number 
of NGOs who signed a joint letter requesting the 
involvement and consultation of NGOs in developing the 
policy, in light of the ruling.

AVID also continued to carry out local advocacy on 
behalf of its members, helping to overcome issues 
in order to sustain and improve levels of access to 
detention centres. AVID continued to submit Freedom 
of Information requests to investigate particular 
issues, including the detention of people with previous 
convictions within the prison estate (who we regard as a 
particularly vulnerable group). With the appointment of a 
new Information and Communications Officer, AVID was 
able to resume carrying out parliamentary monitoring 
work, which is very helpful for our membership in terms 
of keeping track of developments in parliament around 
the issue of detention 

We also saw outcomes during 2017 of our work 
in previous years, including our input which was 
acknowledged in the Council of Europe Committee 
against Torture report on the UK, which calls for a 28 
day time limit on detention.

“ 
The new Adults at Risk (AAR) policy increases the burden of evidence 
on vulnerable people and balances vulnerability against a wide 
range of immigration factors. We, like other NGOs, are concerned 
that this leads to more vulnerable people being detained for longer – 
something that is hard to evidence given the absence of any baseline 
figures for numbers of vulnerable people held prior to the policy’s 
introduction, and the ongoing difficulties in accessing data from the 
Home Office on vulnerable people since the policy was implemented.
AVID’s evidence quoted in Stephen Shaw’s second review on the welfare in detention of vulnerable persons

https://www.vice.com/en_uk/article/yvx4n5/the-verne-britains-lonliest-migrant-detention-centren-923
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Grants & Donations 

29th May 1961 Charitable Trust
The Allen Lane Foundation
Chillag Family Trust
Esmée Fairbairn Foundation
Oakdale Trust
Persula Foundation*
Souter Charitable Trust
The Tudor Trust 
Sundry grants and donations 
Grants & donations subtotal 

Membership 
Bank interest
Other receipts

Total receipts

Payments

Staff costs
Premises and running costs 
Governance costs
Direct Charitable Expenditure 

Total payments

Net receipts/(payments)
Cash funds at start of this period

Cash funds at end of this period

Summary of Accounts
For the year ended 31st December 2017

Unrestricted  
Funds 2017  Receipts

Restricted 
Funds 2017

Total  
Funds 2017

 

5,000
-

1,000
-

2,000
2,000
4,000

-
7,101

21,101

       1,755   
11

180

23,047

 

28,709
1,626
1,248
3,557

35,140

(12,093)
31,994

19,901

 

-
7,500

-
50,000

-
-
-

40,000
-

97,500

     -   
-
-

97,500

 

45,381
15,400

600
4,241

65,622

31,878
3,122

35,000

Treasurer’s Report

AVID made a slight draw on its reserves in the early part of 2017 in order to support 
our ongoing work as we awaited funding decisions.  I’m delighted that we were 
funded during the year for a renewed three year period, by Esmee Fairbairn and the 
Tudor trust and we very much appreciate their ongoing commitment and recognition 
of the importance of AVID’s work.  In the early part of 2017 we were able to move 
into a new office space, which supports us in making various efficiency savings and 
gives access to an excellent range of meeting spaces to support our membership.  
Huge thanks go to our individual donors and the trusts and foundations who gave to 
AVID throughout the year.  We are particularly grateful for a one off donation which 
has allowed us to explore a pilot information and communications project starting in 
December of 2017.

 

5,000
7,500
1,000

50,000
2,000
2,000
4,000

40,000
7,101

118,601

     1,755   
11

180

120,547

 

74,090
17,026

1,848
7,798
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*Our generous grant from the Persula Foundation was spent, as agreed, on the AVID conference.

The full set of independently examined accounts for the year can be obtained on request from AVID.

About us 

Trustees
Andrew Wilson (Chair)
Jane Ryan (Secretary)
Carolina Albuerne Rodriguez (until 21/09/17)
Jennifer Choi
Ciaran Price
Maria Tatsuko Fricke (until 01/06/17)
Polly Brendon (until 21/09/17)

Staff 
Ali McGinley (Director)
Gee Manoharan (Training and Memberships  
Coordinator)
Benjamin Hunter (Information and Communications
Officer from December 2017)

Patrons
Lord David Ramsbotham
Colin Firth

With thanks: 
We are grateful to our membership, as detailed on  
page 4 and the following:

Funders
Esmee Fairbairn Foundation
Tudor Trust
Allen Lane Foundation
29th May 1961
The Chillag Trust
The Oakdale Trust
The Persula Foundation
Souter Trust

Donations: 
All Saints Church, Milton, Cambridge
Andrew Everitt
Andrew Wilson
BE Rodmell Trust
Carolina Albuerne
Dave Hewitt
Eike Ndiweni Muller
Farima Darbyshire
Heather Jones
Holy Trinity Guildford
Jennifer Turner
Jeremy Thorne and family
Joanna Beadle
John Daghlian
Kathleen English
Lewes Group in Support of Refugees and Asylum 
Seekers
Madeline Church and Kimmett Edgar
Marielle Barclay
Muswell Hill Friends
Neil Caplan
Parochial Church Council of Shipton on Cherwell
Rahwa Fessahaye
Rebecca Roberts
Sally Tarshish
Sylvia Platt

And to all those who worked 
with and supported us in 2017! 
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AVID, 115 Mare Street, London E8 4RU

enquiries@aviddetention.org.uk
0207 281 0533 


